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North Gwinnett Middle School  

Middle School Course Syllabus


Course Title
Introduction to Latin
Term------------Fall-Spring 2011-12
Teacher
Mrs. Rachel Ash
room #
913
	Email Address
Teacher Web Page
	rachel_ash@gwinnett.k12.ga.us
www.mrsash.com, www.wordchamp.com, www.brainhoney.com

	Student Support

(Help sessions etc.)
	Set up times with me if you need extra help outside of school.  I will make myself available to you.


Course Description 
The student will be exposed to Latin and Roman culture.  There will be a strong emphasis on Latin’s influence on English and comparison between Latin grammar and English grammar.
Course Curriculum Content
The entire list of Academic, Knowledge and Skills for each of the following curriculum strands in this course can be accessed through the district web address at www.gwinnett.k12.ga.us
	AKS Strands
	Units/Topics

	A. Interpersonal Communication







B. Interpretive Communication
C. Presentational Communication
D. Culture
E. Connections, Comparisons and Communities

	Chapters 1-9
Latin Composition, Reading Comprehension

The Roman family and household; the Roman forum; the 

          Roman military.
Verbs, Nouns, forms and morphology.
English connections to Latin.


Instructional Materials and Supplies
	Published Materials
	Instructional Supplies

	Cambridge Univ. Press: Minimus: Starting out in Latin

	Folder with brads and pockets, paper, pens and pencils



Evaluation and Grading
	Assignments
	Grade Weights
	Q

	Classwork (25%)
Online Quizzes (25%)
Unit Tests (20%)

Vocabulary Quizzes (20%)

Final Exam (10%)
	Formative Assessments
  50%

Summative Assessments
  40%

Final Exam
  10%
	A:
90 and above

B:
80 – 89

C:
74 – 79

D:
70 – 73
F:
69 or below


Other Information
	Expectations for Academic Success
	Additional Requirements/Resources

	1) Participate actively in class 

2) Produce, Read, and Comprehend Latin daily

3) Self-Advocate (tutoring, etc.)
4) Prepare well for assessments and class
5) Employ class website regularly

6) Turn in assigned materials on time
	· Maintain and Keep Confidential Password for          Word Champ 

· Keep folder organized, with each day’s notes and work on a separate piece of paper that is date-stamped


The syllabus may be updated as needed throughout the semester.
Behavior

There are just a few rules to follow in class: Respect the teacher, Respect each other, Respect yourself

This classroom is a safe environment created for the sole purpose of learning the beautiful language of Latin and about the wonderful Roman world.  Anyone who gets in the way of that will be dealt with justly and swiftly in the form of a detention and, if needed, referral to the administration.

Cheating of any kind is not tolerated by myself or the administration at North Gwinnett Middle School and will be dealt with quickly and severely.  This includes but is not limited to the copying of answers and assignments from others, the use of another’s or prepared answers on assessments, and also allowing someone to cheat using his or her assessment paper.  

Online Quizzes (25%)

Students will only have homework that contributes to studying.  As such, student homework will be through www.wordchamp.com.  Each homework assignment will be an online quiz or assessment, and the assessment will help students prepare for vocabulary quizzes in class.

How to earn an “A” every time: 1. Take the quiz. 2. Read the feedback on any incorrect answers so you can understand why you missed them.  3. Retake the quiz and get a better score!
All vocabulary cards and their full item banks will be made available for review before the current summative test.

Vocabulary Quizzes (20%)


About nine Vocabulary quizzes will be given (generally once a week) per semester, covering vocabulary from the current chapter.  These quizzes will take approximately ten-fifteen minutes to complete.


How to earn an “A” every time: 1. Study at home and not at the last minute.  2. Study flashcards on www.wordchamp.com going from English to Latin and spelling out your translations.  3. Review the two or three tough words just before the quiz. ALL QUIZZES WILL BEGIN WHEN THE BELL RINGS TO START CLASS. 
Unit Tests (20%)


A summative test will be given at the end of each chapter.  The test will take the whole class period and will cover the vocabulary, grammatical, translation, and cultural material given over each stage.  ALL TESTS WILL BEGIN WHEN THE BELL RINGS.
Make-Up Work

If you are absent...

…the day of a unit test or vocabulary quiz: you have FIVE SCHOOL DAYS to make this up for full credit.  After this point, the highest grade you can earn is a 69%.  All make-ups must be scheduled in advance.

…the day before a unit test or vocabulary quiz: you must still take the assessment on the assigned day with the rest of the class.

…the day of a online quiz: you must still complete the online quiz as assigned.  

…for several days in a row: email Mrs. Ash before or during the absence to make arrangements. 

Consult the “Weekly Schedule and Assignments” for the schedule of assignments and assessments.  

Mrs. Ash will NOT remind you to make up work.  Make-Up work is YOUR responsibility.
